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In Nigeria, data on mangrove use, livelihood dependen-
cies, and the relationship between mangrove fisheries 
and human well-being is scarce. Recognizing the broad 
range of users who depend on or benefit from man-
groves is crucial to developing adaptive and inclusive 
management approaches that reflect the interests of all 
users. The highest stakes for food and nutrition security, 
and livelihoods, however, are associated with man-
grove-dependent shell-fisheries, and this should be the 
starting point to foster a sense of stewardship and own-
ership to ensure sustainable mangrove use.

Kafayat Adetoun Fakoya is an interdisciplinary researcher, consultant, and 
academic. She holds a PhD in fisheries from Lagos State University. Kaf-
ayat is a V2V co-investigator and her research focuses on gender, local 
ecological knowledge, food and nutrition security, aquaculture, small-scale 
fisheries, fisheries assessments, and seafood sustainability schemes.  Kaf-
ayat was a case study author and the gender advisor in the Illuminating 
Hidden Harvests Nigeria small-scale fisheries and led a Gendered Design 
in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM). In 
addition, she belongs to several professional networks including the 
Gender in Aquaculture and Fisheries Section (GAFS), Community Catch, 
Mundus Maris, and Too Big To Ignore. 
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