
V2V COUNTRY CASE STUDIES IN FOCUS: SOUTH AFRICA

Marine Spatial Conflicts – what are the key drivers that negatively impacts the

vulnerability of small-scale fishers in the Western Cape Province of South Africa?

In South Africa, for small-scale fisheries Marine Protected Areas is a key driver of the local and 

spatial conflicts in the Western Cape Province.  This study unpacks the nature of conflicts in the 

marine spatial environment in the background of searching for oil, gas and energy and coastal 

tourism development.  We found that resource conflicts, spatial injustices, and management tools 

such as MPA and MSP are key drivers in deepening the vulnerability of small-scale fishers in South 

Africa. 
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Mafaniso Hara is an Emeritus Professor at the Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies (PLAAS), University of 

the Western Cape, with over 40 years of experience in sociological research and policy advocacy across South and 

Southern Africa. His research focuses on natural resource governance and management, food and nutrition 

security, and rural development, with particular emphasis on institutional arrangements, stakeholder participation, 

power relations, and integrating local knowledge into ecosystem-based resource management. His work aims to 

strengthen governance and collective action to improve the livelihoods of marginalized communities. He has 

published extensively in these areas.

Moenieba Isaacs is a Professor at the Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies (PLAAS), University of the 

Western Cape. Her research focuses on biodiversity, social and spatial justice, and blue justice, with particular 

attention to communities living in or adjacent to biodiverse landscapes and marine environments. Using slow and 

community-engaged research methodologies, she works extensively with local communities, CBOs, and NGOs in 

Southern Africa and internationally. Her work explores social processes, decision-making, and policymaking, 

particularly in relation to land, conservation, and resource governance. She also leads and coordinates several 

research and capacity-building initiatives, including the Living Landscapes in Action Project, and has published 

extensively in peer-reviewed journals and books.
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