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Central Java is one of Indonesia’s most densely populated provinces, with both northern and southern coastlines. The northern

coast’s blue economy plays a larger role in sustaining coastal livelihoods than the southern coast, where exposure to high waves

from the Indian Ocean constrains marine activities. Building on the Vulnerability to Viability Transitions approach, this study
draws on evidence from three case studies in Batang, Demak and Pati Regencies to identify strategies for transitioning small-scale
fishers’ livelihoods from vulnerable to viable conditions. Three potential drivers of transition are hypothesised: Local Wisdom,
Culture and Tradition (LWCT); Information, Communication and Technology (ICT); and Gender Participation (GP). Primary and
secondary data from the three sites are analysed using mixed quantitative and qualitative methods, complemented by
photovoice and ethnographic approaches; infographical analysis is also used to address part of the study objectives. Preliminary
findings indicate that fishers’ response behaviours differ across sites in relation to transition ‘shocks’ associated with LWCT, ICT

and GP, and that subsequent improvements in livelihoods and fisheries resource quality may also vary. Nonetheless, a common

pattern is observed across all three case studies. These results should be interpreted cautiously and do not yet support definitive
conclusions on the most effective transition pathway. The findings nevertheless imply that policies for managing people and
resources in Batang, Demak and Pati should be tailored to the distinctive characteristics of each fishing community and its
fisheries resources, while safeguarding progress through a sustainable blue economy, blue growth and blue justice for people
and nature to strengthen resilience and well-being.
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V2V COUNTRY CASE STUDIES IN FOCUS: INDONESIA

INDAH SUSILOWATI SPEAKER

Professor Indah Susilowati is a Professor in the Faculty of Economics and Business at Diponegoro
University (UNDIP), Indonesia, with expertise in resource and environmental economics, coastal
resource management, community development, and gender empowerment. She is a member
of the Academic Senate of UNDIP and serves as an expert reviewer for Indonesia’s Ministry of
Research, Technology and Higher Education. Professor Susilowati has extensive experience in
fisheries, coastal community development, and environmental sustainability, and currently
serves as Indonesia’s Country Coordinator for the V2V Global Partnership Project led by the
University of Waterloo, Canada. Read more about Prof Indah here.

- 30 JUNE 2026 @ 12:00 PM UTC to 1:15 PM UTC

8:00 AMEDT to 9:15 AM EDT

https://youtube.com/live/WakQWvAnBko?feature=share

ﬁﬁ www.v2vglobalpartnership.org

@ @V2VPartnership }.. '< V2Vglobalpartnership@gmail.com


https://www.v2vglobalpartnership.org/v2v-members/jessica-l.-blythe
https://www.v2vglobalpartnership.org/v2v-students/indah-susilowati
https://www.v2vglobalpartnership.org/v2v-students/indah-susilowati
https://youtube.com/live/WakQWvAnBko?feature=share

	V2V THEMATIC WEBINAR SERIES 2026
	Livelihood Transition Strategies of Small-Scale Fishers in Batang, Demak and Pati Regencies of Central Java, Indonesia
	V2V COUNTRY CASE STUDIES IN FOCUS: INDONESIA
	INDAH SUSILOWATI
	SPEAKER


	30 JUNE 2026
	12:00 PM UTC to 1:15 PM UTC
	8:00 AM EDT to 9:15 AM EDT


