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IS LEGAL PLURALISM A BANE OR A BOON FOR SMALL-SCALE
FISHING COMMUNITIES?

Tune in live to hear Maarten Bavinck reflect on legal
pluralism, a common phenomenon in small-scale fisheries.
Maarten Bavinck has published widely on topics of fisheries
under conditions of legal pluralism and is specialized in
South Asian Studies.
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Legal pluralism - or, a condition whereby multiple legal systems apply to one
and the same situation - is a common phenomenon in small-scale fisheries.
Not only do we find governmental law exercising authority, but there is
customary law and international law too. Many attempts are being made to
harmonize these different law sources. But is this always a good thing? Is
customary law no more than a relic of the past, or does it help to protect small-
scale fishers?

Maarten Bavinck is a professor of coastal resource governance at both the University of Amsterdam (Department of
Geography, Planning and International Development Studies) and UiT Arctic University of Norway (Norwegian
College of Fisheries Science). He has published widely on topics of fisheries under conditions of legal pluralism and
is specialized in South Asian Studies. Maarten is co-director of the Centre for Maritime Research (MARE) and chair of
the board of the International Collective in Support of Fishworkers (ICSF).



