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Access, Rights and Equity for Blue
Tenure Transitions in Small-Scale
Fisheries

Small-scale fisheries support over 94% of the 120 million people in
capture fisheries globally, yet many earn less than $1 a day and
face increasing pressures from Blue Economy initiatives and con-
servation targets like 30x30. In the Western Indian Ocean, these
shifts are reshaping marine tenure systems and raising urgent
questions about access, rights, and equity. This talk presents the
Blue Tenure Transitions (BTT) working group, part of the Vulnera-
bility to Viability (V2V) Global Partnership and co-led by former
V2V postdoc Ella-Kari Muhl. BTT addresses two gaps: building a sci-
ence base on how tenure governance affects outcomes in coun-
tries like South Africa and Tanzania, and co-developing mapping
tools that help communities share their tenure stories and
strengthen their voice in decision-making. Through equity-driven
approaches, BTT supports V2V’s mission to transform SSF from vul-
nerability to viability. i ' Y % Blue TonudTTahsitian project;2025'y
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Speaker:
Dr Ella-Kari Muhl

Ella-Kari Muhl is a researcher at the Centre for Sustainability Transitions (CST) at
Stellenbosch University, South Africa focusing on the intersections of biodiver-
sity, economic development, and governance in South Africa. Trained as an in-
terdisciplinary marine scientist, her work explores equity, knowledge co-pro-
duction, and sustainable marine governance. She co-leads the Navigating Eth-
ical Place-based research working group for the Society of Social-Ecological
Systems and is co-principal investigator on the Blue Tenure Transitions project
with WIOMSA and V2V.
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