
V2V COUNTRY CASE STUDIES IN FOCUS: MALAWI

Use of Fisher Logbooks in monitoring the vulnerability of Small-Scale Fisheries of Lake
Chilwa in Malawi

In Malawi, small-scale fisheries involve over 95% of the total number of fishers and therefore generate
significant employment for the rural shoreline communities. As defined by Malawi’s Fisheries Act, these
fisheries are exempt from mandatory catch reporting, creating a large gap in catch data for estimating fish
stock status and vulnerability. This paper describes the development of a fishing logbook system for
monitoring the vulnerability of small-scale fisheries in Lake Chilwa. The V2V transitions approach was used to
unpack the complexities and develop strategies for enabling factors to establish a catch monitoring system for
the small-scale fisheries. This initiative shows that a trade-off between an ideal fishing logbook system versus
an applicable model that may strengthen logbook data quality is inevitable. Considering that the fisher
logbook method has demonstrated superiority over the conventional catch data method, this work is an
essential basis for improving the viability of small-scale fisheries in Malawi.
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