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Migration is a common adaptation to environmental degradation. Environmental migration
can be undertaken by Individuals or families and sometimes whole communities. For
communities dependent on rural livelihoods, environmental migration is typically
temporary or cyclical, but severe changes in environments or social opportunities also
leads to permanent migration. | will present an example of a past project utilizing a case
study approach to compare and contrast who migrates, the nature of the migration

(different levels of permanence or temporariness), and consequences for communities left
behind in six sites across three countries: India, Nepal and Canada. We found dimensions
of gender, age, class/caste, culture and ecosystem influenced how families and
communities were altered by migration, such that compelled migration as an adaptation
strategy had widely differing social costs and benefits at the individual and community
level. | will then turn to a more general discussion of bringing an intersectional analysis of
migration as adaptation in communities relying on small scale fisheries.
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Speaker Biography:

Michaela Hynie, Ph.D. is a Professor in the Department of Psychology, and thefCentre for Refugee Studies
at York University. Dr. Hynie conducts interdisciplinary multi-method community-based research on social
determinants of health with communities experiencing social conflict or fareed displacement. This work
includes the development or evaluation of social, institutional and/or policy Interventions that can impfove
health and well-being. She has been involved in research in Canada, the/Democratic Republic of £0ongo,
India, Kenya Liberia, Nepal, Rwanda, Sierra Leone and South Africa. Dr. Hyni€ is the former president of the
Canadian Association for Refugee and Forced Migration Studies.




