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In the face of serious disruptions to local livelihoods and asset bases
by extreme climatic events, it is paramount to reconstruct but also to
transform and diversify livelihoods. In our study, we posit that two
frameworks, namely the livelihood strategy approach and community
resilience thinking, are useful tools for effectively analyzing
post-disaster transformational changes. Social learning by the
small-scale fishers is a vital key in their post-disaster livelihood
reconstruction and in enhancing community resilience.
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In the empirical context of coastal communities of Bangladesh, our study specifically examines
the changes experienced in livelihood assets due to Cyclones Sidr and Aila. Two coastal
communities, namely Nilganj and Dhulasar Unions in the Kalapara Upazila of Patuakhali District,
were selected to analyze the strategies used by local people to cope with and adapt to cyclone
and storm surge disaster-shocks.

Our findings reveal that a significant number of cyclone victims were displaced from their homes
by recent severe cyclones, changed their occupations - both intra- and intersectorally - and
confronted increased consumption as well as social costs. We observed significant differences in
impacts between fishers and those engaged in other occupations, such as farmers, with the
former being far more likely to change occupation post-disaster. The study uncovered significant
evidence that local people are learning to live with change and uncertainty by nurturing and
combining various types of knowledge and social memory, generating diversified livelihood
options, and self-organizing to enhance their resilience to future extreme weather events.
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South and Southeast Asia as well as V2V. Dr. Haque’s research and academic interestsgdocus on social learning from
environmental shocks, community resilience to disasters, vulnerability and risk assessmefit; €ommon property resources,
environmental and resource policy, and climate change adaptation and policy. Two of higfrecent contributions to the area of
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